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LORD STREET — UPGRADE 
Grievance 

MS R. SAFFIOTI (West Swan) [9.18 am]: Mr Acting Speaker — 
Dr K.D. Hames interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, minister. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Can I have my 10 seconds back? 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Thank you, members. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: My grievance is to the Minister for Transport about a very important issue regarding public 
transport and road infrastructure in my electorate. I will talk specifically about Lord Street before moving on to 
public transport. 
The minister may recall that in October last year I raised the issue of significant congestion on Lord Street, 
which is now at breaking point, with commuters having to wait a long time in traffic when they try to access the 
southern part of the area. They used to wait 15 minutes during peak times, but they are now waiting up to 
40 minutes. This massive congestion is having a big impact on commuters and residents in the area. Last 
October I raised this issue with the minister and he said that the Department of Transport was undertaking 
a review into transport in the corridor. In December last year, I asked the minister what had happened with the 
review and the report. The minister said that the government was considering the recommendations for 
Lord Street and other options in other areas made by the Department of Transport and Main Roads WA. The 
minister has had the report about the future of the Lord Street area on his desk since December last year. The 
state budget is coming up and it is very important that it contain funding for an upgrade of Lord Street, which 
cannot cope with the massive population in the area. 

Recently, the Minister for Housing announced a further subdivision in the area, which will just increase the 
number of commuters and residents in the area. As I said, it is at breaking point and it is the number one issue 
raised with me by people living along that corridor and in Ellenbrook. This area has been neglected for too long. 
The population is growing all the time and the transport network is at breaking point because people cannot get 
to even the Bassendean train station in a timely fashion. This is an issue of utmost priority. The minister might 
talk about Gnangara Road, which Labor committed to before the Liberal Party did. 
Several members interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER (Mr I.C. Blayney): Members! I know it is a very important subject but I would 
rather hear the member in silence. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: The minister will talk about NorthLink WA, but it was federal Labor that committed to 
NorthLink. This government had to catch up, and this minister had no role in that. 
Let us get back to the key point. Last December, the Minister for Transport said that the Department of Transport 
and Main Roads Western Australia put out a report into the infrastructure requirements of that region. I call on 
the minister today to provide information to this house about that report. 
I want to talk about public transport. As members know, we have committed to a rail line to Ellenbrook, but 
I want to know: what is the government’s plan? Recently we heard about how, all of a sudden, this government 
is pushing for better connections to Midland. For years and years I raised the issue of connections to Midland. 
Mr F.A. Alban: You’re copying mine, member. I’ve already done that. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I did it back in 2010, my friend. Do you know what your government said? It said that it 
consulted with people from Ellenbrook and they did not want to connect to Midland; they wanted to connect to 
Morley. Where were you, member for Swan Hills? You were nowhere to be seen on this issue for year upon 
year. 
Mr F.A. Alban: There was no hospital there then. There’s a reason for it. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: There was no hospital. You basically ignored this issue for year upon year. 
Mr F.A. Alban interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: Member for Swan Hills, I understand your long history in this area, but I would 
appreciate it if we could hear the member for West Swan in silence. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I want to know: what is the government’s plan for public transport? Does it support the bus 
rapid transit system or not? A number of weeks ago a grievance was raised in this house by the member for 
Swan Hills, but no-one actually understood the outcome of it. The Minister for Transport said that this 
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government is not going to build a rail line in the area because the population does not justify it—he is wrong on 
that front. He then went on to say that the government might consider a BRT. 
Mr D.C. Nalder: Are you committing to it? 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: Yes, we are. Honestly, I do not know how clearer we can be. It is one of our priorities and 
we are committed to a rail — 
Mr F.A. Alban interjected. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: I would just like to hear the member in silence, please. I will have to start calling 
people shortly if you will not hear out the member in silence. 
Ms R. SAFFIOTI: I would like to know what this government’s plan is for public transport in the area. What is 
its plan? We know it is not a rail line. Is it a BRT? Is the Department of Transport doing work on this project at 
the moment? Is that the case? The minister is obliged to tell us, because year upon year he has changed his tune 
on public transport in the area, and people are sick of it. What is the government’s plan? The government has 
been in office for seven and a half years and it does not have a plan. It committed to a rail line and it broke that 
promise. It also committed to a BRT. When the government walked away from that BRT commitment, the 
Premier said that it was not justified and that a rail line makes better sense. When this government committed to 
a BRT and then walked away from it, the Premier went on radio and said that the BRT is not value for money 
and we should have a rail line, so what is the plan? In seven and a half years we have seen enormous growth 
through that corridor, which has a catchment of over 100 000 people, and this government has done nothing 
about it. 
The minister told Parliament in December that he received a report from the Department of Transport about the 
public transport requirements in that corridor. The minister has the obligation to tell the public about the 
government’s requirements and its plan, particularly for Lord Street. Is it part of the state budget considerations? 
It has to be. This government cannot continue to allow more housing in that area. Regardless of NorthLink, 
people still need to get to NorthLink. They still have to go on to Lord Street. People in Brabham, Dayton and 
Ellenbrook will still have to use Lord Street, and that is the key problem. The minister cannot ignore the local 
roads in that area because they are at breaking point and commuters are taking longer to travel just down the 
road. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Alfred Cove — Minister for Transport) [9.26 am]: I really appreciate the opportunity to 
talk on this matter. I note that the member for West Swan raised this same issue in October last year, and more 
recently the member for Swan Hills raised a similar issue about the government’s planning and thinking for the 
northern suburbs. I would like to touch on the fact that the member for West Swan just said that the roads are at 
breaking point, and she asked what we are doing for these local roads. At the end of this year we start the 
construction of a new freeway link through to Ellenbrook. The pressure that that will take off all those local 
roads will be enormous. Although she tries to claim that it was a federal Labor government that said it is their 
road, it is the state that builds and is responsible for all the road construction in this state. 
Ms R. Saffioti: Who funded it first? 
Mr D.C. NALDER: I will acknowledge — 
Ms R. Saffioti: Who funded it first? 
Mr D.C. NALDER: Hang on. I will acknowledge that the federal Labor government — 
The ACTING SPEAKER: I consider that I did a reasonable job of protecting you so you were able to get your 
message across. 
Ms R. Saffioti: You never called him to order, so I will do the same back. 
Mr D.C. NALDER: He’s not calling you to order either. 
The ACTING SPEAKER: I think these things should be heard in silence as much as possible. You have 
brought your question in here so that you can get an answer, and that is what we are trying to hear. 
Mr D.C. NALDER: Thank you, Mr Acting Speaker. 
It is interesting to note that construction will start at the end of this year. It was supported by the federal 
government with 60 per cent funding. The current federal government has lifted that to 80 per cent funding, so it 
is really good that we can get on and do this. We have said all the way through that the transport requirements 
for this city involve an integrated, inter-mobile approach. It is important that people understand some of the 
investments that have been made in the northern suburbs since the Liberal government came into being, so I will 
just run through some of them. In 2010, this government introduced new bus services providing a combined 
10-minute peak frequency between Ellenbrook and Bassendean train stations. Off-peak services also operate 
every 15 minutes. This is the same peak and off-peak frequency as that for train services on the Midland, 
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Fremantle, Armadale and Thornlie lines; they are getting exactly the same level of service—it is interesting. In 
addition, the local feeder bus network has also been enhanced significantly. This government has made the 
largest investment in bus-service kilometres ever seen in this state. We have had an increase of 13.5 million 
kilometres. The bus fleet has increased by 26 per cent since we came into government. We have been very 
serious about the level of public transport available right across the metropolitan area. Yes, it has been 
a challenge in this state, given the increase in the number of jobs created by this government, which has resulted 
in a large influx of population and, therefore, a large requirement for increased infrastructure on both our road 
and public transport networks. As recently as August last year, the bus services were extended to 
Malvern Springs estate and Annie’s Landing estate in response to the increased development. As Ellenbrook 
increases in population, we are building new public transport services into the area. In the coming years, I expect 
to see new services introduced in suburbs such as Brabham and Dayton as residential development intensifies. 
Public transport patronage forecasts for the Swan urban growth corridor through to Ellenbrook do not 
demonstrate sufficient demand to justify the provision of a train line in the near future. It is interesting to note 
that I heard the member say that she is committing to the Ellenbrook line. I have heard the member say, “Just do 
it.” It is one of the tag lines that she uses everywhere. I really look forward to that because that is on top of what 
the member has already committed to doing, which is the number one priority of completing construction of the 
Forrestfield–Airport Link that will start construction at the end of this year. It is interesting that the member 
notes that that is part of the opposition’s transport plan, but the opposition’s transport plan does not acknowledge 
the new Tonkin Highway route to Ellenbrook, which also starts construction at the end of this year. That does 
not show up in the opposition’s transport plan, yet the Forrestfield–Airport Link does, and we are starting 
construction of both at the end of this year. Therefore, I do not quite understand the opposition’s transport plan 
for the northern suburbs. 
The state government has been very clear that the most efficient form of public transport for this corridor will 
remain buses for at least the next decade. The state government is therefore investing heavily in transport 
infrastructure that will improve access for the Ellenbrook area. We have awarded a $281 million contract to 
replace signalised intersections on Tonkin Highway at Morley Drive, Collier Road and Benara Road that will 
ease traffic movements throughout those northern suburbs and take the pressure off Lord Street, 
West Swan Road and even Great Northern Highway. Later this year, a separate contract will be awarded to 
construct the Reid Highway to Ellenbrook section of NorthLink, which is part of the $836 million project to 
construct the freeway connection through to Muchea. Because of the member for Swan Hills’ great efforts, we 
have also seen an $8 million upgrade to the Lord Street intersection and the input around dualling on 
Gnangara Road. Notwithstanding this significant investment, my department continues to investigate various 
options for the people of Ellenbrook and surrounding suburbs, including options to enhance the Lord Street 
corridor. 
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